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Wojciechowski was a member of the Witos Populist Party,
though he had been a Socialist in pre-War days when he col-
laborated with Pilsudski on the Robotnik; he had been Minister
of the Interior under Paderewski, and had remained a friend of
Pilsudski.
The new President addressed a message to the nation in which
he implored the Poles to eliminate ill feeling and to build up the
Republic by hard work and in accordance with the law. The most
urgent needs of the country were, he said, a strong and stable
Government which had the confidence of the Seym, and a
balanced Budget, the national expenditure being met out of the
national income. When, according to custom, Sikorski and the
Cabinet resigned, he asked them to remain in office.
BUDGET DIFFICULTIES
The Government was faced with the financial problem the solu-
tion of which was becoming ever more difficult. In January 1923
it took 35,000 Polish marks to buy a dolkr—twice as many as in
the previous month. Late in December 1922 Sikorski had
invited all the former Finance Ministers of the Republic to attend
a conference in Warsaw on January 9,1923, under the aegis of the
President in order to draft a programme of reform. The con-
ference drew up a plan based on the equilibrium of the Budget
and the stabilization of the mark. The need was recognized of
increasing the revenue, and of decreasing the expenditure at the
same time; but loans were to be contracted for making up the
deficiency so as to balance the Budget. It was decided to establish
the Budget on the basis of a fixed monetary unit—the gold franc
—and to impose a new extraordinary tax on aggregate incomes,
to be paid in six equal instalments, once every six months, in
1924, 1925, and 1926, the total yield being estimated at one
milliard gold francs. Agriculture was to pay 500 millions, industry
and commerce 375 millions, and the other taxpayers were to find
the rest, but it was provided that if the yield from these three
sources should prove to be insufficient, the scale of the tax was
to be increased proportionately for the three groups in order to

